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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Eyre Hall 

Other NameISite Number: NIA 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 32 1 5 Eyre Hall Drive 

CityITown: Cheriton 

State: Virginia County: Northampton Code: 131 

Not for publication: NIA 

Vicinity: 

Zip Code: 23316 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property . 

Private: X - 
Public-Local: - 
Public-State: - 
Public-Federal: - 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 
-4- 
3 - 
1 - 

-0- 
8 - 

Category of Property 
Building(s): - 
District: X - 
Site: - 
Structure: - 
Object: - 

Noncontributing 
1 1 buildings - 
0 sites - 
3 structures - 
0 objects - 
14 Total - 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:_l 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A 
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4. STATEIFEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify 
that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Domestic 
Domestic 
Funerary 
Agriculture 
Agriculture 
Agriculture 
Landscape 
Landscape 
Landscape 

Current: Domestic 
Secondary structure 
Funerary 
Agriculture 

. Agriculture 
Landscape 
Landscape 
Landscape 

Sub: Single dwelling 
Secondary structure 
Cemetery 
Processing 
Agricultural fields 
Greenhouse 
Garden 
Forest 
Unoccupied land 

Sub: Single dwelling 
Domestic 
Cemetery 
Agricultural fields 
Agricultural outbuildings 
Garden 
Forest 
Unoccupied land 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Colonial (Georgian); Early Republic (Federal) 

MATERIALS : 
Foundation: Brick 
Walls: Frame 
Roof: Wood shingles 
Other: Brick (chimneys) 

Stone (porch floors) 
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Summary 
Eyre Hall's national significance under National Historic Landmark Criterion 4 lies in the exceptional character 
and preservation of its historic architecture and landscape. It is a rare example of a vernacular, Chesapeake 
architectural ensemble of the Colonial and early Federal period. This Georgian house, expanded and improved 
in the Federal period-combined with its surviving original hardware, furnishings, books, silver, and family 
portraits, as well as extant outbuildings and gardens-tells a rich story of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
material culture and the society that produced and utilized it. Occupying much of its original acreage and 
surrounded by the marshes and watercourses that have characterized the Eastern Shore for centuries, the 
landscape at Eyre Hall still preserves the carefully sequenced spaces that helped visitors, guests, and slaves 
understand their relationships within a hierarchical domestic and production community. Taken as a whole, 
Eyre Hall embodies and conveys the wealth, status, and architectural choices made by a single family over 
many years. These choices reflected the local and more expansive milieus of the Chesapeake Bay region. 

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance' 

Eyre Hall plantation is located in Northampton County, Virginia, approximately 3.2 miles south of the county 
seat of Eastville. The property lies on the bayside of the Eastern Shore of Virginia, generally bounded by the 
waters of Cherrystone Creek on the west; Eyreville Creek on the north; and Eyre Hall Creek on the south. U.S. 
Route 13 forms the eastern boundary of the nominated property. The 467-acre tract includes eight significant 
contributing resources, most of which are located in the immediate vicinity of the main house, and include: a 
large Georgian-era frame house with Federal and twentieth-century additions, three historic outbuildings, a 
historic family cemetery, a large well-preserved eighteenth-century garden, and a largely intact eighteenth- 
century landscape, all set in an unaltered context of water and wetlands. Most of the noncontributing resources 
are positioned singly or in small groups at various locations around the edges of the district boundary. 

Landscape (contributing site) 
A curved brick and picket gateway built in the mid-twentieth-century marks the entrance to Eyre Hall. A mile- 
long lane, running roughly east-west, divides the property, leading past the residential complex and farmstead 
and continuing west towards Cherrystone Creek. Between the entrance and the residential complex, the lane 
passes a caretaker's house, then proceeds through tilled fields, as it did historically. An allee of cedar and crape 
myrtle lines the roadway. Beyond the residential complex, the lane continues through open fields until it 
reaches the woodlands bordering Cherrystone Creek. At the end of the lane, near Eyreville Creek, is a 1930s 
one-and-one-half story frame guesthouse with adjoining dock. 

The residential complex and farmstead lie to the north of the entrance lane, surrounded by a three-rail white 
board fence, which also encloses an open lawn. Within the larger fenced area, a second decorative Federal-style 
wood fence defines the residential complex itself, consisting of the main house, two historic outbuildings, the 
ruins of an 18 18 orangerie, the family graveyard, and a large walled garden. The farmstead, with its attendant 
stable, sheds, and garage, is located to the east of the residential complex. Behind the farmstead, outside the 
board fence, is a recent office. The historic slave quarters were located to the east of the office across a branch 
of Eyreville Creek near a noncontributing, twentieth-century stable (Stable #2). 

A wide path through thick oak, poplar, pine, and holly woodland continues the axis of the garden to the north. 
The path leads to Eyreville Creek, with a view toward the house at Eyreville, another plantation owned by 
members of the Eyre family in the eighteenth, nineteenth, and early-twentieth centuries; a bridge across the 

This description relies heavily on materials prepared by Michael Bourne, Restoration Consultant, as part of a 2004 Historic 
American Buildings Survey recording project for Eyre Hall. See the bibliography in Section 9 o f  this nomination. 
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creek once connected the two proper tie^.^ At the head of Eyreville Creek is the site of a former gristmill. There 
are three noncontributing tenant houses in the woods bordering the creek; the caretaker's house is located at the 
edge of the woods north of the lane, not far from the entrance. 

A historic brick 1 '/z story overseer's house, built in 1798 and modernized and expanded in the late-twentieth 
century, is located south of the entrance lane at the headwaters of Eyre Hall Creek. Not far away is the site of 
the slave cemetery, as well as a barn and another tenant house. A large pasture surrounded by board fencing 
lies opposite the main house. Near the pasture is the site of a former icehouse. 

Residential Complex 
The main house faces south across the lawn and consists of three sections representing at least four building 
campaigns. Littleton Eyre bought 700 acres of land on Cherrystone Creek in 1754-55 and the gambrel-roofed 
main block of the house was completed shortly thereafter. Adjoining to the east, but set well back from the line 
of the main block is a two-story gable roof frame east wing built by John Eyre, the grandson of the builder, who 
inherited Eyre Hall in 1789. Three insurance policies, dated 1796, 1805, and 1807, document the complex 
construction history of this wing. The earliest portion, shown in the 1796 and 1805 policies, consisted of a 
small, one-story frame addition; the 1807 policy shows that the original addition has been expanded and raised 
to a full two stories, its current configuration. Aligned with the east end of the nineteenth-century addition is a 
gable-roofed one-story hyphen leading to a tall gable-roofed one-story frame service wing set perpendicular to 
the rest of the house. The hyphen and the service wing were built in the early 1930s at the same time that the 
historic house was restored. In 1990, the east end of the hyphen, originally an open breezeway, was enclosed 
and the interiors of the 1930s addition were rern~deled.~ 

East of the mansion, within the residential complex, are two small frame historic outbuildings, a ca. 1760 dairy 
and an 1807 smoke house.' North of the main house is a large parterre garden with its main axis running 
perpendicular to the house. An early-nineteenth century brick and picket fence encloses the garden. To the 
west of the garden are the ruins of an 18 18 orangerie. To the north of the orangerie is the walled family 
graveyard. 

House (contributing building) 

Main Block: Exterior 
Exterior: The original double-pile one and one-half story main block of the house measures 40 feet square. The 
raised brick foundation is laid in Flemish bond with grapevine joints. Beaded weatherboard siding is attached 
to the studs with rose-head nails. The lower slope of the gambrel roof is unusually steep and the whole roof is 
covered with fish-scale wood shingles. A cornice of classical crown and bead moldings and undercut 

Fanny Fielding, "Southern Homesteads, 'Eyre Hall"' The Land We Love 3 no. 6 (October 1867), 506; US Coastal Survey, 1876. 
The bridge is clearly visible on the map. 

Littleton Eyre is known to have moved to his newly-acquired Eyre Hall plantation in 1759. A dendrochronology analysis 
conducted in 2002-3 confirmed the ca. 1759 construction date for the main block and the 1807 date for the second addition, but was 
unable to collect any testable material to establish the construction date for the first addition. Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, 
"ODL Interim Report 200318, Eyre Hall, Cheriton, Northampton County, Virginia," computer generated report accessed April 30, 
2004 (in the possession of Michael Bourne, Chestertown, Maryland), 2; Mutual Assurance Society, "Form of the Declarations for 
Assurance No. 123" (Eyre Hall), 1796; Revaluation of the Buildings Insured per Declarations No. 123" (Eyre Hall), 1805; 
"Revaluation of the Buildings Insured per. Policy No. 278" (Eyre Hall), 1807, microfilm available at the John D. Rockefeller Library, 
Williamsburg, VA. 

The 1807 insurance policy shows the dairy and the smokehouse in their current position; in the 1796 and 1805 insurance policies 
they are reversed. The 2003 dendrochronology report suggested that the dairy was constructed during the original building campaign 
and moved in 1807, but cautioned that it might have been rebuilt in 1807 reusing old timbers. Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, 
"Interim Report," 3. 






































































































